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The Interdisciplinary Initiatives Subcommittee considered the proposal for a new Interdisciplinary Minor in Andean and Amazonian Studies at its meetings of 27 October, 3 November, and 1 December 2009.  Jessica Mercerhill provided background about the development of this proposal at the meetings of 27 October and 3 November.  Subsequent discussion by the Subcommittee concentrated on three topics: 
1) questions about the language “prerequisites” for the proposed minor.  Will these limit student access to the proposed minor?  How enforceable is the designation of a minor in Spanish or Portuguese as one way to meet the language “prerequisite” for the proposed minor?; 
2) questions about “hidden prerequisites” within the proposed minor.  For example, how would a student not majoring in Spanish or Portuguese be able to complete this minor?; and 

3) miscellaneous questions about specific courses within the proposed minor (e.g., independent studies and special topics courses).
As proposed, the Andean and Amazonian Studies Minor will require completion of at least 25 credit hours; these include:

1) two required 5-credit courses (History 368.02: Native American Peoples of the Andes and Spanish 332/Portuguese 332: Introduction to Andean and Amazonian Cultures);

2) at least 10 additional credits from a list of “core courses”, defined as courses having a minimum of 75% content on the Andean and Amazonian region; and

3) the remaining credits from a list of “elective courses”, defined as courses having a minimum of 25% content in the Andean and Amazonian region.

The “core courses” include courses from AEDE, International Studies, Political Science, Quecha, and Spanish.  The “elective courses” include courses from AEDE, Anthropology, Geography, History, International Studies, Political Science, Portuguese, and Spanish.  Students can petition to use courses such as special topics, group studies, independent study, and courses completed through Study Abroad on the minor.
In response to questions from the Interdisciplinary Initiatives Subcommittee, the proposal committee:
1) indicated that the language “prerequisite” (i.e., 10 credit hours in Spanish, Portuguese, or Quecha at the 200-level or above, or completion of a minor in Spanish or Portuguese) should not limit access among the expected clientele for this minor (i.e., students in Spanish, Portuguese, International Studies, History, Anthropology, Geography, Political Science). The proposers realize that strict enforcement of this prerequisite – and particularly prior completion of a minor in Spanish or Portuguese – is not possible, and indicated that this prerequisite will be used to help students understand the level of language knowledge that is preferred to successfully complete the proposed minor.  The Subcommittee was satisfied with this explanation, but suggested that the name of this component be changed from “Prerequisite” to “Suggested Preparation for the Minor”;

2) provided a list of “core courses” and “elective courses” within the proposed minor that do not have Spanish 450 as a prerequisite.  This is an extensive list, and indicates that a range of courses would be accessible to a student who is not majoring in Spanish or Portuguese;
3) removed various group studies and special topics courses from the lists of “core courses” and “elective courses”.  These courses are now mentioned separately, with the note that any group studies or special topics course must be approved by an advisor in order to count toward the proposed minor.
Following discussion of these responses from the proposal committee, the Interdisciplinary Initiatives Subcommittee voted unanimously to approve the proposed Interdisciplinary Minor in Andean and Amazonian Studies.  As a result, that proposal is being moved to the CCI for its consideration. 
